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THE STORIES OF “WHAT A THOUGHT” AND “THE STORY OF AN HOUR”
	Margaret and Mrs. Mallard are the female characters in the stories “What a Thought” and “The Story of an Hour” who intend to have freedom after their husbands' death. Notably, similarities exist between the two stories based on the two women's characters in the stories. In the story of “What a Thought," Margaret portrays evil thoughts about her husband who loves her and can take her out for a ride or to watch a movie, which Margaret knew if she asked for, she would automatically be taken out since the husband loves pleasing her. But, Margaret feels oppressed by the husband because of his presence for the sake of "morbid feeling." On the other hand, Mrs. Mallard's in "The Story of an Hour" celebrates her husband's death and ends up feeling free more than ever. The author says, "She said it over and over under her breaths, free, free, Free!" This indicates that Mrs. Mallard did not love her husband. She feels oppressed by her husband, and the death indicates to her she is now free.
Based on gender story, In the “Story of an Hour," Mrs. Mallard has been in a forced marriage where she feels she is not loved by her husband and says that she would not live for anyone in the future but herself. Also, after receiving information about her husband's death, she goes and feels comfortable in her room and feels how she has gotten freedom and opens her arms to welcome the freedom and the long independent life she longs for. The author writes, “She could see in the open square before her house the tops of trees that were all aquiver with new spring of life. moreover, the delicious breath of rain was in the air" A sign that a burden has been lifted and a new spring life showing a new beginning. Conversely, in the story of “What a Thought," Brently loves Margaret with all her heart and ready to do anything her wife desires. He keeps on asking Margaret if she is ok and shows his love to her by touching her forehead to feel if the wife is unwell. Brently ever smiled with her wife and ready to prepare a drink for his wife. Brently asks, "Shall I make you a drink or something like lemonade" This indicates the love Brently has for Margaret.
Additionally, the Existentialism theory shows that people should feel free and exercise freedom by having control over their choices and actions. In “The Story of an Hour," Mrs. Mallard is determined to have a husband that will not control her and prays for long life with freedom after receiving the news about Mr. Mallard’s death. Based on her reaction, she thought she could not stay longer with her husband. The author says, “She breathed a quick prayer that life might belong."
Based on the two stories, I believe that both the stories indicate how people understand and pursue freedom differently. In “What a Thought” story, is to be reckoned in this case. The story shows how an individual’s thoughts, Margaret, of violence manifests in the mind from an unknown source. As readers, tag Shirley as a morbid writer, why would an individual think of killing someone who loves her and hives her peace of mind? I think where there is peace; there should be good thoughts.
Furthermore, both stories illustrate irony and injustices. According to the doctor, Mr. Mallard's appearance killed Mrs. Mallard, but she died due to overwhelming joy. On the other hand, Margaret wonders about the unfolding future without Brently. Ironically, she pretends to love her husband, yet she kills him due to odd feelings. The killing indicates injustice act in the story. 
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